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Hon. Assistant Commissioner 
for Patents 

Washington, D. C. 20231 
Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .56 and § 1 .97(c), Applicants wish to call the attention of the 
Examiner to the references listed on the attached PTO-1449. 

Copies of these references are submitted herewith along with Form PTO-1449. 

The undersigned hereby certifies that each item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the statement. 
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It is certified that the search report was issued on November 5, 1999, so it is believed no 
fee is due, but if it is, please charge the cost therefor against Deposit Account No. 14-1263. 

The relevance of the listed references is as follows. Each of the references was cited in the 
Search Report issued by the European Patent Office A copy of this Search Report is also 
enclosed. U.S. Patent 5,952,373 is provided as the English equivalent of DE 44 44 238A. For the 
Examiner's information, the designation "X" on the Search Report is translated to mean the 
document is "particularly relevant if taken alone"; "Y" means "particularly relevant if combined with 
another document of the same category"; "A" means "technological background"; "O" means "non- 
written disclosure"; "P" means "intermediate document"; T means "theory or principle underlying 
the invention"; "E" means "earlier patent document, but published on, or after the filing date"; "D" 
means "document cited in the application"; and "L" means "document cited for other reasons". 

Consideration of the foregoing in relation to this application is respectfully requested. 
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